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Introduction
The significant increase in England’s population during the late 1500s forced the English to intensify their colonization efforts in America (Scott et al., 2014). In North America, the English colonization from the 1600s was influenced by economic and religious factors, among others. Most notably, they settled in two groups of colonies in North America, which included the Chesapeake Bay colonies and the New England colonies (Scott et al., 2014). More specifically, Chesapeake Bay included “Virginia and Maryland” colonies, while New England contained “Plymouth, Massachusetts Bay, New Haven, Connecticut, and Rhode Island colonies” (Scott et al., 2014). While the English colonization of Chesapeake Bay colonies was mainly driven by economic factors, religious factors had a greater impact on the English colonization of New England colonies.
English Colonization of Chesapeake Bay Colonies
The English colonization of the Chesapeake Bay colonies was fundamentally driven by economic factors. The main aims of this group of English invaders were to “acquire raw materials” in the Chesapeake colonies and find “new markets for their commodities” (Scott et al., 2014). As such, the initial English intruders in Virginia sought to mine valuable minerals in the area but later turned to tobacco farming like their countrymen in Maryland (Scott et al., 2014). They, therefore, pushed the locals from their lands, which inevitably led to serious conflicts such as the Anglo-Powhatan wars, where many British were killed by the locals (Scott et al, 2014). Tobacco farming was profitable since most of the locals smoked it, and significant revenue was made from exporting it (Scott et al, 2014). The workers in these tobacco plantations were initially “indentured servants” who were mostly young Englishmen who agreed to a contract that guaranteed their safe transport, food, and accommodation in America for several years while they worked (Scott et al., 2014). On completing these years, they would be awarded land and other rewards such as food (Scott et al, 2014). As such, hundreds of thousands of Englishmen moved to work in these plantations in the early 17th Century.
The Chesapeake Bay colonies were also more appealing to the English tobacco farmers after slavery was legalized. Towards the late 1600s, “chattel slavery” had been legalized in Virginia and Maryland, and blacks could therefore be lawfully owned as property (Scott et al., 2014). Additionally, the locals were forcefully enslaved by the English settlers. The slaves became the most used form of labor in the tobacco plantations (Scott et al., 2014). Slaves were more pleasant to English settlers because, unlike the indentured servants, they essentially had no rights and could therefore not protest against mistreatment (Scott et al., 2014). Race-oriented slavery, therefore, quickly spread in the Chesapeake colonies. To further enhance it, several legal statutes were enacted to deny the slaves any rights (Greer, 2012). For instance, blacks in the colonies were prohibited from having weapons for protection, as well as having associations (Scott et al., 2014). Such conditions made it suitable for English settlers to advance their tobacco plantations through cheap slave manpower.
English Colonization of New England
The English colonizers who invaded the New England colonies of North America wanted to practice their non-Catholic forms of Christianity freely. During the late 16th Century in England, some reformists increasingly raised grievances against the religious practices and beliefs upheld by the state through the church (Scott et al., 2014). These reformists were referred to as “Puritans” since they believed in restoring the purity of Christianity by abolishing some of the Catholic teachings and beliefs upheld by the Church of England (Scott et al., 2014). Subsequently, the reformists acquired a massive following in England, which became a nuisance to the monarch since it was established on Catholic teachings (Scott et al., 2014). As such, these reformists were progressively denied fair rights to spread their Protestant forms of Christianity in England, and most were not allowed to occupy positions of leadership in the church (Scott et al., 2014). Consequently, the reformists were enticed by the freedom that came with occupying North American colonies where the state could not prohibit their religious practices. However, while the first group of reformists advocated for a complete abandonment of all the Catholic practices, another group believed that some practices should be retained (Scott et al., 2014). Subsequently, the first group was the first to move out of England and settle in the Plymouth colony of New England in the 1620s (Scott et al., 2014). Later, in the 1630s, another larger group settled in Massachusetts, New Haven, Connecticut, and Rhode Island (Scott et al., 2014).
Although the reformists mainly came to freely practice and spread their form of religion, they also had economic interests. In restoring the purity of Christianity, the reformists prioritized studying the Bible and were therefore dedicated to enhancing reading ability among their followers (Scott et al., 2014). As such, they established printing houses to translate the Bible into native languages, which would be distributed to the natives in an attempt to convert them (Scott et al., 2014). Apart from these religious exploits, the reformists in New England colonies created employment through farm work and businesses that involved all the family members since most of them migrated as families (Scott et al., 2014). Additionally, the reformists established labor laws that prioritized employment for the individuals within their colonies, thereby enhancing economic opportunities for themselves (Scott et al, 2014). This led to significant economic progress in the New England colonies based on marine trade supported by numerous ships and personnel to control them as they sailed across the Atlantic (Scott et al., 2014). These ships were instrumental in transporting products such as tobacco and sugar to other destinations (Scott et al., 2014). Consequently, settling in New England colonies allowed reformists to advance their economic activities (Greer, 2012).
Conclusion
Therefore, the English colonization of North America was mainly influenced by economic factors in the Chesapeake Bay colonies, while religious factors mainly drove the English colonization of New England colonies. While the English intruders in Chesapeake Bay colonies initially aimed to find raw materials, they turned to tobacco farming which became profitable after exportation began. Furthermore, the legalization of slavery enticed these colonizers. On the other hand, the colonizers who invaded New England colonies sought freedom to practice their anti-Catholic forms of Christianity. Nonetheless, they also had economic interests, which resulted in the growth of marine trade in the region.
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